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Card  Game  Decided  Name 
of  Present  County  Seat  of 
^ ,  Meiiant  100  Years  Old 


By  MRS.  ONA  KNOLES 
PETERSBURG,  111.— Just '  about  a 
century  ago  two  men  lounded  a 
village  In  what  was  then  Sangamon 
county  but  could  not  decide  between 
themselves  who  was  to  have  the 
honor  of  naming  the  newly  founded 
Bite  and  so  they  sat  down  to  a  game 
of  cards  with  the  stipulation  that 
the  winner  have  the  privilege  of 
choosing  its  name. 

It  is  for  this  reason  that  the 
county  seat  of  what  is  now  Menard  I 
county  is  called  "Petersburg"  instead 
of  "Georgetown"  as  it  would  have 
been  named  had  George  Warburton  I 
been  the  wlimer  of  the  card  game 
Instead  of  Peter  Luklns,  who,  after 
winning,  arose  from  the  empty  nail 
keg  on  which  he  was  seated  and 
christened  the  town. 

Warburton  and  Lukins  were  the 
Joint  owners  of  160  acres  of  land  on 
the  present  town  site.  At  the  time 
these  men  conceived  the  idea  of  lay- 
ing out  a  town  a  mill  stood  on  the 
ground,  the  property  of  a  Mr.  Eastep, 
.which  had  been  erected  in  1826. 

Having  determined  to  found  a 
town  which  they  prophesied  would 
some  day  eclipse  all  its  rivals  in  the 
county  (a  prophecy  which  has  come 
true)  Warburton  and  Lukins  em-| 
ployed  a  surveyor  and  had  their  en 
tire  possessions  laid  off  in  town  lots, 
blocks,  etc.  After  this  was  done  they 
had  arguments  as  to  who  was  to 
name  the  town  and  the  famous  card 
game  took  place  with  Lukins  as  the 
.winner. 

Became  Discouraged 
The  town  grew  so  slow  at  first  that 
the  founders  became  discouraged  and 
Bold  out  their  entire  interests  in  the 
place  to  John  Taylor  and  Hezekiah 
King.  Taylor  and  King  employed 
Abraham  Lincohi,  at  that  time  a 
deputy  county  surveyor  of  Sangamon 
county  to  re-survey  the  town.  This 
was  done  and  the  plat  of  the  town 
as  now  laid  out,  was  recorded  on 
Feb.  32,  1836. 

But  few  families  were  residing  in 
this  place  up  to  1836.  The  families 
of  Messrs.  'Davidson  and  Lukins 
being  the  first  to  locate  here.  Other 
families  were  Richard  Taylor,  Wil- 
liam Butler,  Dr.  John  Lee,  Isom  and 
George  Davidson,  Williaim  P.  Cox, 
W.  G.  Greene,  Thomas  EQerson,  Wil- 
liam J.  Hoey,  John  Bennett,  C.  G. 
Brooks,  Septimus  Levering,  A.  D. 
.Wright,  Jacob  H.  Laning,  R.  E.  Ben- 
nett, James  S.  Carter,  Adney  Hum- 
phrey, John  McNeely,  Sam  Hill,  Wil- 
liam Bennett,  Nathan  Dressier, 
Charles  B.  Waldo,  George  U.  Miles, 
James  Taylor,  Chester  Moon, 
Thomas  L.  Harris,  W.  C.  Dawson, 
Martin  and  Pordan  Morris,  William 
Hagerty,  J.  W.  Warnsing,  Jackson 
Davidson,  Dr.  John  Allen,  and  John 
HcNamar. 

The  first  store  opened  In  the  com- 
munity was  by  John  Taylor  in  1833. 
Peter  Lukins  was  the  first  shoe- 
maker; Jordan  Morris,  the  first 
blacksmith;  James  Taylor,  the  first 
postmaster;  W.  C.  Dawson,  the  first 
saddle  and  harness  maker;  Carter 
_end  Humphrey,  the  first  dealers  in  I 


'furniture  and  cabinetware;  Atchison 
<b  Miles,  the  first  livery  men;  Dr. 
R;  E.  Bennett  was  the  first  physician 
to  locate  here.  The  first  lawyer  was 
David  M.  Rutledge,  a  brother  of  Miss 
Ann  Rutledge,  referred  to  by  W.  H. 
Herndon  in  connection  with  his 
''Life  of  Lincoln.' 

The  first  mill  was  a  saw  mill,  built 
on  the  town  site  in  1826.  The  next 
mill,  a  sa  wmill  and  grist  mill  was 
built  by  a  man  by  the  name  of  Dor- 
rell,  from  Prairie  Creek,  and  was 
supplanted  by  the  fine  mill  which 
was  operated  by  the  Wright  Broth- 
ers and  which  was  built  by  a  Iilr. 
Sanford  and  sold  by  him  to  Captain 
A.  D.  Wright  in  1853  for  $18,000.  John 


organization  holds  a  session  each 
summer. 

"New  Salem,"  the  ancient  village 
of  this  community,  plays  a  prom- 
inent part  in  the  history  of  the  city 
of  Petersburg. 

Petersburg  has  three  schools.  In 
the  very  early  days  of  its  existence 
having  learned  the  necessity  of 
education.  In  1836  a  school  was 
opened  in  a  little  cabin  which  was 
used  as  a  seminary  for  all  the  chil- 
dren of  the  town.  Charles  B.  Waldo 
was  the  teacher. 

The  present  high  school  building, 
two  blocks  south  of  the  square,  was 
purchased  in  1856.  The  building,  at 
^  that  time  had  been  built  for  a  cab- 
Taylor  established  a  saw"  mill  ini  iiet  shop,  the  Masonic  lodge  using 
Petersburg  in  1836.  The  machinery  ■  tbe  second  story  as  a  lodge  room, 
for  the  operation  of  the  mUl  was  j  The  first  teachers  were  Miss  Cab- 
taken  from  a  dismantled  steamer  bott  Miss  Doren,  Samuel  Crane  Mr. 
that  had  gone  ashore  in  the  San- 1  Hughes,    William    Dickey,  WiUlam 


gamon  river.  A  grist  mill  was  sub- 
sequently attached  to  the  above 
works  and  operated  until  its  final 
destruction  by  fire.  The  Eagle  Mills, 
an'dd  landmark,  was  erected  in  1867 
by  Nance  Brother  &  Co.,  at  a  cost 
of  $24,000.  These  mills  were  ope- 
rated by  the  above  firm  15  months 
when  the  property  was  purchased  by 
Phil  Rainey  who  became  associated 
with  Thomas  Barfield  -  in  the  mill- 
ing business. 

County  Seat  In  1839 
Petersburg  was  made  the  county 
Beat  in  the  spring  of  1839  and  at 


Stevenson,  William  Faith,  A.  K. 
Riggin,  A.  Brooks,  Rev.  E.  McElfresh 
John  C.  Ley,  Mr.  Moore,  James  W. 
Bell.  Judge  J.  H.  Pillsbury  taught 
the  first  free  school  in  the  winter 
of  1855  and  1856.  He  was  succeeded 
by  James  Bell,  John  Dorsey  and 
Edward  Laning.  In  1858,  the  school 
building  was  remodeled  and  im 
proved  and  a  large  corps  of  teach- 
ers added. 

In  1845  or  1846  the  Masons  started 
a  school  for  the  benefit  of  their  chil- 
dren with  W.  A.  Dickey  as  the 
teacher.   -The  attendance  was  not 


this  time  had  a  population  of  about  l™"^'*      '^^'j  <>™  children,  others 


300.  After  being  made  county  seat 
the  population  increased  by  leaps 
and  bounds.  The  court  house  was 
erected  in  1843  at  a  cost  of  $6,640. 
This  building  was  used  until  1897 
when  a  new  stone  coiu-t  house  was 


being  admitted  upon  certain  con- 
ditions. In  1874  a  school  was  erected 
in  the  Third  ward  at  a  cost  of  $10,- 
000  and  has  since  been,  known  as 
the  Third  ward  school. 
In  1890  or  1891  a  new  and  modern 


built  on  the  same  site  at  a  cost  of  house  was  built  In  the  First 

J50  000  at  a  cost  of  $12,000.  This 

A  jail  also  was  erected  in  1843  at  "uilding  was  burned  in  1912  and  a 

a  cost  of  $300.  In  1870  a  new  jaU  modern  school  was  erected  and  is 
was  erected  at  a  cost  of  $22,000. 

The  county  business  was  trans-  5™inary,  a  school^  for  girls,  was 


acted  during  the  period  of  1839  to 
1843  in  a  counting  room  of  an  old 
storehouse  that  had  been  removed 
from  Salem,  and  which  was  the 
property  of  John  Bennett.  The  ses- 
sions of  circuit  court  during  this 
period  were  held  in  a  store  room 
previously  occupied  by  -Grhisley  & 
Levering,  the  grand  Jury  being  usual- 
ly- assigned  quarters  at  some  private 
house  in  the  town. 

Petersburg  for  many  years  was 
governed  by  a  board  of  trustees.  In 
1882  it  was  organized  as  a  city  under 
the  laws  of  Illinois  and  Dr.  F.  P. 
Antle  was  elected  the  first  mayor. 
He  served  in  that  capacity  until 
1885  when  Charles  Collier  was 
elected.  Collier  served  until  1887 
when '-James  Thompson  was  elected 
to  the  office.  During  his  admin- 
istration the  system  of  waterworks 
was  installed  at  a  cost  of  $17,000.  In 
April.  1889,  Anson  Thompson  was 
mayor  and  he  served  until  1891  when 
Jesse  M.  Ott  was  elected  and  he 
Bcrved  until  1897.  Durhig  the  years 
1893  and  1894  the  large  well  was  sunk 
to  supply  water  for  the  waterworks, 
costing  the  city  $3,000.  In  1892  the 
first  sanitary  sewer  was  Installed  at 
a  cost  of  $3,500.  In  1902  the  city 
bought  the  town  hall,  paying  for  the 
building  and  the  lots,  $3,600.  Dur- 
ing the  fall  of  1904  the  large  drain- 
age sewer  on  the  north  side  of  the 
square  was  Installed  at  a  cost  of 
»4,000. 

Form  Ch^ntauqua 
In  1897  the  Old  Salem  Chautauqua 
was  organized.  The  board  of  man- 
agers purchased  a  most  beautiful 
plot  of  .  ground  on  the  banks  of  the 
Sangamon  river  about  one  and  one- 
lialf  miles  southeast  o^  the  city.-  This 


opened  in  1856,  in  Petersburg,  by 
the  Presbyterian  church,  in  a  two- 
room  brick  structure.  It  was  taught 
by  Misses  Amanda  and  Marion 
Scllsby,  who  came  from  New  Eng- 
land and  were  members  of  the  first 
graduating  class  of  Rockford  sem- 
inary, now  Rockford  college.  The 
\  former  married  Albert  Walker, 
I  prominent  resident  of  this  city,  and 
spent  her  entire  life  here.  A  daugh- 
ter and  son  continue  to  make  this 
city  their  home. 

In  the  spring  of  ,1887  a  petition 
was  granted  to  build  a  two-room 
building  which  was  on  the  present 
site  of  the  high  school.  The  board 
of  education  at  that  thne  was  N.  W. 
Branson,  president;  Dr.  J.  D.  Whit- 
ley, vice  president;  J.  M.  Ott.  secr 
retary;  Dr.  T.  T.  Antle,  J.  R.  Carver 
and  N.  P.  Nelson.  The  first  class  to 
complete  the  high  school  course 
graduated  in  1887  and  was  composec 
of  eight  members. 

Vote  Four  Times 
An  election  was  held  in  March, 
1902,  asking  a  referendum  on  a  bond 
issue  to  build  a  high  school.  The 
issue  failed  as  it  also  did  in  April, 
but  in  May  of  the  same  year  the 


question  was  given  the  affirmative 
vote.  The  election  was  declared' 
illegal,  since  the  petition  was  not 
signed  by  three-fifths  of  the  legal 
voters  of  District  28.  In  three  weeks 
;  the  election  was  re-held  legally  with 
:  a  greater  vote  In  favor  of  It  than 
had  ever  been  the  case.  The  board  of 
education  met  in  1903  with  the  'di- 
rectors of  the  Harris  Academy  so- 
ciety, who  agreed  with  the  specified 
plans  and  consented  to  donate  the 
funds  of  the  group  for  building  of 
the  new  proposed  high  school,  with 
the .  condition  that  the  building  be 
called  Harris  high  in  honor  of  Major 
Thomas  L.  Harris.  It  took  over 
thirty  years  to  accumulate  the 
amount  of  $6,566.66  turned  over. 

The  new  high  school  was  com- 
pleted Jan.  6.  1905.  The  building 
was  struck  by  lightning  May  31, 1906. 
and  the  upper  story  was  destroyed  by 
lire  and  the  first  story  damaged  by 
water.  The  building  was  rebuilt  dur- 
ing the  summer  of  1906.  In  1924  a 
gymnasium  was  built  adjoining  the 
school.  At  the-  present  time  work 
is  going  forth  rapidly  on  an  addition. 

-Petersburg  has  ten  churches: 
Methodist  Episcopal.  Christan.  Cum- 
berland Presbyterian.  Central  Pres- 
byterian, First  Baptist,  Second 
Baptist,  Episcopal.  Lutheran,  St, 
Paul's  Evangelical  and  CathoUc.  The 
Methodist  church  was  organized  in 
11835;  the  Baptist  church  in  1854; 
Presbyterian  in  1841;  Catholic  in 
1863. 

Petersburg  is  located  In  the  midst 
of  a  great  coal  field.  The  first  coal 
mine  was  opened  in  1865  by  Elijah 
Taylor.  It  was  65  feet  below  the 
surface  and  the  vein  was  eight  feet 
and  four  Inches  in  thickness.'  At 
the  present  time  there  are  six  mines 
in  the  immediate  community,  all 
working  a  large  force  of  men. 

Petersburg  has  a  canning  plant, 
owned  and  operated  by  E.  E.  Brass. 
Also  a  brick  yard,  a  bottling  works, 
cheese  factory,  elevator  and  ice 
plant.  This  city  has  grown  by  leaps 
and  bounds  and  at  the  present  time 
practically  every  available  building 
is  occupied,  something  that  has  not 
been  the  case  for  many  years. 

Plans  are  being  formulated  by  the 
Petersburg  city  council,  with  John 
Johnson,  mayor,  at  the  head,  for  the 
celebration  of  the  centennial  to  be 
held  late  in  the  summer  or  early  in 
the  fall. 
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Card  Game  Decided  Name 
of  Present  County  Seat  of 
.  Menard^  100  Years  Old 


zt  

By  MRS.  ONA  KNOUS 
PETERSBURG,  111.— Just  •  about  a 
century  ago  two  men  lounded  a 
Village  In  what  was  then  Sangamon 
county  but  could  not  decide  between 
themselves  who  was  to  have  the 
honor  ot  naming  the  newly  founded 
Bite  and  so  they  sat  down  to  a  game 
of  cards  with  the  stipulation  that 
the  winner  have  the  privilege  of 
choosing  its  name. 

It  is  for  this  reason  that  the 
county  seat  of  what  is  now  Menard 
county  is  called  "Petersburg"  Instead  I 
of  "Georgetown"  as  it  would  have 
been  named  had  George  Warburton 
been  the  winner  of  the  card  game 
Instead  of  Peter  Luklns,  who,  after 
wiimlng,  arose  from  the  empty  nail 
keg  on  which  he  was  seated  and 
christened  the  town. 

Warburton  and  Lukins  were  the 
Uoint  owners  of  160  acres  of  land  on 
the  present  .town  site.  At  the  time 
these  men  conceived  the  idea  of  lay- 
ing out  a  town  a  mill  stood  on  the 
ground,  the  property  of  a  Mr.  Eastep, 
,%'hich  had  been  erected  in  1826. 

Having  determhied  to  found  _ 
town  which  they  prophesied  would 
some  day  eclipse  all  its  rivals  in  the 
county  (a  prophecy  which  has  come 
true)  Warburton  and  Lukins  em- 
ployed a  surveyor  and  had  their  en- 
tire possessions  laid  o£E  in  town  lots, 
blocks,  etc.  After  this  was  done  they 
had  arguments  as  to  who  was  to 
name  the  town  and  the  famous  card 
game  took  place  with  Lukins  as  the 
Jvinner. 

Became  Disconraged 
The  town  grew  so  slow  at  first  that 
the  founders  became  discouraged  and 
Eold  out  their  entire  Interests  in  the 
place  to  John  Taylor  and  Hezekiah 
King.  Taylor  and  King  employed 
Abraham  Lincoln,  at  that  time  a 
deputy  county  surveyor  of  Sangamon 
county  to  re-survey  the  town.  This 
was  done  and  the  plat  of  the  town 
Bs  now  laid  out,  was  recorded  on 
Feb.  22,  1836. 

But  few  families  were  residing  in 
this  place  up  to  1836.  The  families 
ot  Messrs.  'Davidson  and  Lukins 
being  the  first  to  locate  here.  Other 
families  were  Richard  Taylor,  Wil- 
liam Butler,  Dr.  John  Lee,  Isom  and 
George  Davidson,  Wllliaim  P.  Cox, 
,W.  G.  Greene,  Thomas  Eflerson,  Wil- 
liam J.  Hoey,  John  Bennett,  C.  G. 
Brooks,  Septimus  Levering,  A.  D. 
iWright,  Jacob  H.  Laning,  R.  E.  Ben- 
nett, James  S.  Carter,  Adney  Hum- 
phrey, John  McNeely,  Sam  Hill,  Wil- 
liam  Bennett,  Nathan  Dressier, 
Charles  B.  Waldo,  George  U.  MUes, 
James  Taylor,  Chester  Moon, 
Thomas  L.  Harris,  W.  C.  Dawson, 
Martin  and  Pordan  Morris,  William 
Hagerty,  J.  W.  Warnsing,  Jackson 
Davidson,  Dr.  John  Allen,  and  John 
McNamar. 

The  first  store  opened  in  the  com- 
munity was  by  John  Taylor  in  1833. 
Peter  Lukins  was  the  first  shoe- 
maker; Jordan  Morris,  the  first 
blacksmith;  James  Taylor,  the  first 
postmaster;  W.  C.  Dawson,  the  first 
saddle  and  harness  maker;  Carter 
jind  Humphrey,  the  first  dealers  in 


'furniture  and  cabinetware;  Atchison 
&  Miles,  the  first  livery  men;  Dr. 

E.  Beimett  was  the  first  physician 
to  locate  here.  The  first  lawyer  was 
David  M.'  Rutledge^  a  brother  of  Miss 
Ann  Rutledge,  referred  to  by  W.  H. 
Herndon  in  connection  with  his 
•'Life  of  Lincoln." 

The  first  mill  was  a  saw  mill,  built 
oh  the  town  site  in  1826.  The  next 
mill,  a  sa  wmill  and  grist  mill  was 
built  by  a  man  by  the  name  of  Dor- 
rell,  from  Prairie  Creek,  and  was 
supplanted  by  the  fine  mill  which 
was  operated  by  the  Wright  Broth- 
ers and  which  was  built  by  a  Mr. 
Sanford  and  sold  by  him  to  Captain 
A.  D.  Wright  in  1853  for  $18,000.  John 


organization  holds  a  session  each 
summer. 

"New  Salem,"  the  ancient  village 
of  this  community,  plays  a  prom- 
inent part  in  the  history  of  the  city 
of  Petersburg. 

Petersburg  has  three  schools,  in 
the  very  early  days  of  its  existence 
having  learned  the  necessity  of 
education,  in  1836  a  school  was 
opened  in  a  little  cabin  which  was 
used  as  a  seminary  for  all  the  chil- 
dren of  the  town.  Charles  B.  Waldo 
was  the  teacher. 

The  present  high  school  building, 
two  blocks  south  of  the  square,  was 
purchased  in  1856.  The  building,  at 
that  time  had  been  built  for  a  cab- 


Taylor  established'  a  saw  mill  in  i  inet  shop,  the  Masonic  lodge  using 
Petersburg  in  1836.  The  machinery  the  second  story  as  a  lodge  room, 
for  the  operation  of  the  mill  was  i  The  first  teachers  were  Miss  Cab- 
taken  from  a  dismantled  steamer  l^oW.  Miss  Doren,  Samuel  Crane,  Mr. 


that  had  gone  ashore  in  the  San- 
gamon river.  A  grist  mill  was  sub- 
sequently attached  to  the  above 
works  and  operated  until  its  final 
destruction  by  fire.  The  Eagle  Mills, 
an  old  landmark,  was  erected  in  1867 
by  Nance  Brother  6z  Co.,  at  a  cost 
of  $24,000.  These  mills  were  ope- 
rated by  the  above  firm  15  months 
when  the  property  was  purchased  by 
Pliil  Rainey  who  became  associated 
with  Thomas  Barfield .  in  the  mill- 
ing business. 

County  Seat  In  1839 
Petersburg  was  made  the  county 
Beat  in  the  spring  of  1839  and  at  ,.   ..  ,  ,       ,  ,  „ , 

this  time  had  a  population  ot  about  1™"='*      •Jf'';  o™  children  others 
300.  After  being  made  county  seat  5""^  H^t™  f"'^" 
the  population  increased  by  leaps  ditions.  In  1874  a  school  was  erected 
and  bounds.  The  court  house  was  T°¥^  '^'f^      *  ^f'  °' 

erected  in  1843  at  a  cost  of  $6,640.  ""O  =toce  been,  known  as 

This  building  was  used  until  1897        '^^y^^  ward  school, 
when  a  new  stone  court  house  was     ?        "        *  ™ooern 
built  on  the  same  site  at  a  cost  of  ''""^^  ^'^^  '^^'^ 

J50  000  ■  vsaA  at  a  cost  of  $12,000.  This 

A  ja'u  also  was  erected  in  1843  at  •'"il'linB  was  burned  in  1912  and  a 
a  cost  of  $300.  In  1870  a  new  jaU  modern  school  was  erected  and  is 
yas  erected  at  a  cost  of  $22,000.  "" 


Hughes,  WUlIam  Dickey,  WiUiam 
Stevenson,  William  Faith,  A.  K. 
Riggin,  A.  Brooks,  Rev.  E.  McElfresh, 
John  C.  Ley,  Mr.  Moore,  James  W, 
Bell.  Judge  J.  H.  Pillsbury  taught 
the  first  free  school  in  the  winter 
of  1855  and  1856.  He  was  succeeded 
by  James  Bell,  John  Dorsey  and 
Edward  Laning.  In  1858,  the  school 
building  was  remodeled  and  im- 
proved and  a  large  corps  of  teach- 
ers  added. 

In  1845  or  1846  the  Masons  started 
a  school  for  the  benefit  of  their  chil- 
dren with  W.  A.  Dickey  as  the 
teacher.   -The  attendance  was  not 


The  county  business  was  trans- 
acted during  the  period  of  1839  to 
1843  in  a  counting  room  of  an  old 
storehouse  that  had  been  removed 
from  Salem,  and  which  was  the 
property  of  John  Bennett.  The  ses- 
sions of  circuit  court  during  this 
period  were  held  in  a  store  room 
previously  occupied  by  -Grinsley  &. 
Levering,  the  grand  Jury  being  usual 
ly-  assigned  quarters  at  some  private 
house  In  the  town. 

Petersburg  for  many  years  was 
governed  by  a  board  of  trustees.  In 
1882  it  was  organized  as  a  city  under 
the  laws  of  Illinois  and  Dr.  P.  P. 
Antle  was  elected  the  first  mayor. 
He  served  in  that  capacity  until 
1885    -when    Charles    Collier  was 
elected.    Collier  served  until  1887 
■when -James  Thompson  was  elected 
to  the  office.  During  his  admin-  - 
istration  the  system  of  waterworks 
was  installed  at  a  cost  of  $17,000.  In 
April,  1889,  Anson  Thompson  was 
mayor  and  he  served  until  1891  when 
Jesse  M.  Ott  was  elected  and  he 
served  until  1897.  During  the  year? 
1893  and  1894  the  large  well  was  sunk 
to  supply  water  for  the  waterworks, 
costtog  the  city  $3,000.  In  1892  the 
first  sanitary  sewer  was  installed  at 
a  cost  of  $3,500.  In  1902  the  city 
bought  the  town  hall,  paying  for  the 
building  and  the  lots,  $3,600.  Dur- 
ing the  fall  of  1904  the  large  drain- . 
age  sewer  on  the  north  side  of  the 
square  was  Installed  at  a  cost  of 
$4,000, 

Form  Chfintanqua 
In  1897  the  Old  Salem  Chautauqua 
■was  organized.  The  board  of  man- 
agers purchased  a  most  beautiful 
plot  of.  ground  on  the  banks  of  the 
Bangamon  river  about  one  and  one- 
■  Jiall  miles  southeast  of  the  city,-  This 


now  in  use. 

A  seminary,  a  school  for  girls,  was 
opened  in  1856,  in  Petersburg,  by 
the  Presbyterian  church,  in  a  two- 
room  brick  structure.  It  was  taught 
by  Misses  Amanda  and  Marion 
Scilsby,  who  came  from  New  Eng- 
land and  were  members  of  the  first 
graduating  class  of  Rockford  sem- 
inary, now  Rockford  college.  The 
former  married  Albert  Walker, 
prominent  resident  of  this  city,  and 
spent  her  entire  life  here.  A  daugh- 
ter and  son  continue  to  make  this 
city  their  home. 

In  the  spring  of  ,1887  a  petition 
was  granted  to  build  a  two-room 
building  which  was  on  the  present 
site  of  the  high  school.  The  board 
ot  education  at  that  time  was  N.  W. 
Branson,  president;  Dr.  J.  D.  Whit- 
ley, vice  president;  J.  M.  Ott,  sec-r 
retary;  Dr.  T.  T.  Antle,  J.  R.  Carver 
and  N.  P.  Nelson.  The  first  class  tc 
complete  the  high  school  course 
graduated  In  1887  and  was  composed 
of  eight  members. 

Vote  Four  Times 
An  election  was  held  in  March, 
1902,  asking  a  referendum  on  a  bond 
issue  to  build  a  high  school.  The 
issue  failed  as  It  also  did  in  April, 
but  in  May  of  the  same  year  the 


question  was  given  Uie  aSirmative 
vote.  The  election  was  declared 
illegal,  since  the  petition  was  not 
signed  by  three-fifths  of  the  legal 
voters  of  District  28.  In  three  weelis 
the  election  was  re-held  legally  with 
a  greater  vote  in  favor  of  it  than 
had  ever  been  the  case.  The  board  of 
education  met  in  1903  with  the  'di- 
rectors of  the  Harris  Academy  so- 
ciety, who  agreed  with  the  specified 
plans  and  consented  to  donate  the 
funds  of  the  group  for  building  of 
the  new  proposed  high  school,  with 
the .  condition  that  the  buUdlng  be 
called  Harris  high  in  honor  of  Major 
Thomas  L.  Harris.  It  took  over 
thirty  years  to  accumulate  the 
amount  of  $6,566.66  turned  over. 

The  new  high  school  was  com- 
pleted Jan.  6,  1905.  The  building 
was  struck  by  lightning  May  31, 1906, 
and  the  upper  story  was  destroyed  by 
fire  and  the  first  story  damaged  by 
water.  The  building  was  rebuilt  dur- 
ing the  summer  of  1906.  In  1924  a 
:  gymnasium  was  built  adjoining  the 
school.  At  the'  present  time  work 
is  going  forth  rapidly  on  an  addition. 

Petersburg  has  ten  churches: 
Methodist  Episcopal,  Christan,  Cum- 
berland Presbyterian,  Central  Pres- 
byterian, First  Baptist,  Second 
Baptist,  Episcopal,  Lutheran,  St. 
Paul's  Evangelical  and  Catholic.  The 
Methodist  church  was  organized  in 
1835;  the  Baptist  church  in  1854; 
Presbyterian  in  1841;  Catholic  in 
1863. 

Petersburg  is  located  in  the  midst 
of  a  great  coal  field.  The  first  coal 
mine  was  opened  in  1865  by  Elijah 
Taylor.  It  was  65  feet  below  the 
surface  and  the  vein  was  eight  feet 
and  four  inches  in  thickness.'  At 
the  present  time  there  are  six  mines 
in  the  immediate  community,  all 
working  a  large  force  of  men. 

Petersburg  has  a  canning  plant, 
owned  and  operated  by  E,  E.  Brass. 
Also  a  brick  yard,  a  bottling  works, 
cheese  factory,  elevator  and  ice 
plant.  This  city  has  grown  by  leaps 
and  bounds  and  at  the  present  time 
practically  every  available  building 
L'i  occupied,  something  that;  has  not  I 
been  the  case  for  many  years.  ' 

Plans  are  being  formulated  by  the 
Petersburg  city  council,  with  John 
Johnson,  mayor,  at  the  head,  for  the 
celebration  of  the  centennial  to  be 
held  late  in  the  summer  or  early  in 
the  faU. 


Petersburg,  111. 


Petersburg  Has 
Many  Memories 
Of  Emancipator 

When  Abraham  Linccln  left  New 
Salem  to  come  to  Springfield,  his  con- 
tacts with  the  people  of  the  village  did 
not  cea£e.  Many  of  them  moved  to 
Petersburg  and  others  continued  to 
live  in  Menard  county,  and  when  Lin- 
ccln, traveling  the  Eighth  judicial  cir- 
cuit, attended  court  In  Petersburg,  he 
often  represented  former  neighbors. 

Thus  it  was  in  Petersburg  that  the 
Linccln  legends  centering  on  New 
Salem  grew  up.  Lincoln  became  fa- 
mous, and  his  old  acquaintances  talked 
about  his  early  years.  Later  Peters- 
burg people  took  the  lead  in  empha- 
sizing the  importance  of  New  Salsm 
on  the  development  of  Lincoln's  char- 
acter. 

The  pld  Salem  Chautauqua  was  or- 
ganized in  1897;  twenty  years  later 
the  Old  Salem  Lincoln  league  was 
formsd,  in  1917.  Earlier  William  Ran- 
dolph Hearst  had  purchased  the  site 
of  the  old  village  and  conveyed  it  to 
the  Chautauqua  association. 

The  Old  Salem  Lincoln  league  held 
a  picnic  at  New  Salem  on  July  4, 
1917,  and  with  the  help  of  old  settlers 
who  were  their  guests  at  this  event, 
they  located  the  sites  of  the  cabins 
and  roads  in  the  vanished  village. 
Later  the  league  began  to  collect  funds 
to  carry  on  the  work  of  restoration. 


In  1918  they  gave  a  pageant  portray- 
ing scenes  in  Lincoln's  life  at  New 
Salem.  Meanwhile  Thomas  P.  Reep'.< 
"Lincoln  at  New  Salem"  was  pub- 
lished. 

The  state  took  over  the  site  and 
some  additional  land  in  1918,  and 
plans  for  the  restoration  were  made. 
Work  was  begun  in  1932. 

Petersburg  was  surveyed  by  Lincoln 
one  hundred  years  ago,  along  with 
much  of  the  northern  part  of  Menard 
county,  and  this  fall  the  city  plans  to 
observe  this  event  in  its  centennial 
celebration. 

Some  of  the  original  New  Salem 
residents  are  buried  near  Petersburg- 
John  Hill,  Dr.  Francis  Regnier  and 
Sam^HUl. 


niinols,  Petersburg 
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PLAN  TO  UNVEIL 
LINCOLN  MARKER 
AT  PETERSBURG 


(Stats   Ra8:ister  Special  Servlns) 
Petersburg,  June  23. — The  Lincoln 
i  Circuit  Marklngr  association,  organ- 
fized  In  this  county  under  th«  aus- 
I  pices    ol    Pierre    Menard  Chapter, 
i  Daughters  o£  the  A-merican  Revolu- 
'  lion,  will  unveil  the  marker  in  the 
'  norihoast  corner  of  the  Court  yard 
at  2  p.  m.  July  4,  in  honor  ot  Abra- 
ham Lincoln.    The  marker  has  been 
placed  as  a  memorial  to  the  period  i 
during  whtch  Lincoln  rode  the  cir- 1 
cuit  in  the  old  eighth  Judicial  cir- 1 
cuit.  i 
The  Lincoln  Circuit  ilarking  asio-  j 
elation  has   been  formed  for  about 
two    years,  and  in  counties    where ' 
there  ia  an  active  chapter  ot  the  D.  I 
A.  K.,  the  work  of  seeing  that  th'.  ' 
markers  are  properly    erected  has, 
iieen  turned  over  to  them.    A  num- 
ber of  thea*  markers  have  -been  un- 
veiled in  other  counties. 

A  treinendlous  crowd  la  expected 
to  be  present  at  the  ceremonies  which 
have  been  arranged  for  the  iinvei»ing 
of  the  Menard  county  marker,  and  a 
tine  program,  which  follows  lias  beoii 
arranged.  The  chief  speaker  of  the 
day  will  be  Captain  Oscar  E.  Carl- 
strom  of  Aledo,  a  sJpanisli  war  veter- 
an, and  a  national  commander  of  the 
United  States  Spanish  AVar  Veter- 
ans. His  subject  will  be  "Lincoln,  the 
Lawyer."  I 
The  marker,  which  was  placed  a 
few  days  ago,  is  located  as  nearly 
exactly  on  the  spot  where  Lincoln 
stood,  when  he  made  his  speech  for 
Fremont,  In  1856,  as  possible. 

The  program  for  the  afternoon's 
exercises,  which  follows,  begins  ai 
2  o'clock; 

Bugle  Call — Harris  Osborne,  world 
war  veteran,  130th  Infantry,  33rd  Di- 
vision. 

Invocation — Dr.  John  Calvin  Leon- 
ard. 

Presentation  of  Judge  G.  E.  Nelson 
as  chairman,  by  Mrs.  George  Luth- 
ringer,  )-«gent  Pierre  Menard  chap- 
ter, D.  A.  I^. 

Song,  "Illinois" — Male  chorus. 

Addxess  — "  Hon,  Franklin  Boggs, 
president  Lincoln  Circuit  Marking 
association. 

"The  Lincoln  Circuit" — Miss  Lottir; 
E.  Jones,  chairman  executive  com- 
mittee, L.  C.  M.  A. 

The  Illinois  Society,  Daughters  ot 
the  American  Revolution — Mrs.  H.  E. 
Chubbuck,  state  regent,  D.  A.  R,  f  > 

"Flag  Song"— Miss  Mildred  Juhl. 

Address,  "Lincoln,  the  Lawyer" — 
Captain  Oscar  E.  Carlstrom. 

Unveiling  of  Memorial — Mary  Vir- 
ginia Rainey,  Brady  Greene  Epling. 


Petersburg,  111. 


COURTHOUSE  AT   I'ETERSBUKC,   MENARD  COUNTY,   WHEKE   LINCOLN   WAS  NOMINA  l  ELl   FOR  CONGKL^S. 
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VISIT  HISTORIC  PETERSBURG 


CITY  OF  PETERSBURG 

MENARD  COUNTY,  ILLINOIS 


Dear  Petersburg  Visitor: 

It  is  our  great  pleasure  to  welcome  you  to  Petersburg,  in  the 
Heart  of  the  Lincoln  Country.  We  hope  that  while  you  are  with 
us,  you  will  make  every  effort  to  see  all  of  the  sights  that  are 
of  interest  to  you. 

Of  the  many  activities  and  points  of  interest  which  we  hope  you 
will  enjoy,  none  is  more  important  to  us  than  your  participa- 
tion; whether  you  plan  to  be  with  us  for  just  a  few  hours  or  a 
lifetime,  we  are  most  pleased  to  have  you  in  the  area. 

We  are  ejrtremely  proud  of  the  many  fine  facilities  which 
have  been  developed  here.  We  hope  you  will  take  a  drive  around 
beautiful  Lake  Petersburg,  enjoy  our  golf  course  or  simply 
take  a  walk  through  our  residential  area. 

Again,  Welcome  to  Petersburg,  the  next  act  after  New  Salem 
in  the  life  of  Abraham  Lincoln. 


V/ander  through  Petersburg-discover 
historic  small-town  America! 


The  following  are  excerpts  from 
an  article  written  by  Leigh  Lever- 
ing in  which  the  merits  of  Peters- 
burg are  shown  most  clearly. 

"Petersburg,  ontheSangamon-.a 
small  city.  Small,  yet  friendly; 
small,  yet  a  community  where  ev- 
ery citizen  is  everybodys  friend. 
Small,  yes,  but  big  in  that  the 
Golden  Rule  was  the  yard  stick  for 
living.  in  a  valley  surrounded 
by  hills  draped  with  beautiful  green 
trees,  the  sluggish,  muddy  Sang- 
amon winds  its  way  along  on  the 
eastern  edge  of  town.  The  peace 
and  quietness  ofthedays  and  nights 
are  oriy  disturbed  by  the  whistle  of 
the  trains  passing  through.  Homes, 
white  and  clean,  with  lovely  lawns 
and  carefully  tended  flower  beds 
reflect  the  sterling  qualities  of 
their  owners.  Owners  proud  in 
their  possession  of  a  home. 


Its  streets  are  clean,  its  mer- 
chants thrifty  and  fair,  its  city 
officials  aggressive  and  civic 
minded;  its  schools  modern  and 
well  teachered;  its  youth  clean 
minded,  reDecting  the  teaching  of 
God  fearing  parents  and  the  close 
understanding  of  age  with  youth. 

There  are  no  noon  day  luncheon 
clubs;  people  walk  leisurely  home 
at  noon  for  their  dinner. 

1  was  happy  to  have  been  born  in 
Petersburg;  happier  stillthat  some 
of  my  kin  were  part  of  its  God  fear- 
ing people.  I  was  thankful  that  my 
love  ones,  gone,  were  restingthere 
at  home.  I  thank  God  for  my 
friends;  my  old  friends  of  yester- 
year and  for  my  new  friends  in 
Petersburg  on  the  Sangamon.* 

No  one  could  doubtthatMr.  Lev- 
ering has  pEiid  tribute  to  small 
town  America. 


^  Mayor  of  City  of  Petersburg 


mnm  counh 

ESrmiSHED  BY  STATE 
LEGISLATURE  IN  1839 


Petersburg  surveyed  by  Lincoln; 
became  County  Seat  in  1839 


In  February  of  1836  the  town  of 
Petersburg  was  surveyed  by  Ab. 
raham  Lincoln.  The  town  had 
outgrown  the  original  plot  and  so 
required  the  laying  out  of  more 
pr<^erties.  A  great  number  of 
the  present  road  and  property  lines 
are  still  maintained  according  to 
llie  Lincoln  survey.  It  was  Lin- 
coln's role  as  surveyor  which 
first  gained  him  notice  among  the 
people  of  the  area.  He  was  well 
known  for  his  skill  and  honesty 
as  well  as  his  wit  and  thought- 
fulness.  In  at  least  one  instance 
he  ran  several  lines  out  of  plumb 
to  prevent  the  house  of  Jemima 
Elmore,  widowed  during  the  Black 
Hawk  War.frombeingintheatreet. 
In  addition  to  Petersburg,  Lincoln 
surveyed  the  towns  erf  New  Boston, 
Bath,  Albany  and  Heron. 

A  committee  appointed  by  the 
State  Legislabire,  met  in  May 
of  1839,  to  choose  the  site  of  the 
seat  of  justice  for  Menard  County. 
On  the  18th  day  of  May  1839, 
the  committee  located  the  seat 
of  justice  of  Menard  County  on 
ttie  public  square  of  the  town  rf 
Petersburg.  They  accepted  a  bond 


from  John  Taylor  and  other  pro- 
prietors of  Petersburg  with  suf- 
ficient security  conditioned  for 
the  conveyance  of  the  public  square 
for  use  by  the  county.  For  some 
unknown  reason  the  law  dealing 
with  "conveyance  provision*  was 
misinterpreted  and  the  county  re- 
quired that  the  town  proprietors 
contribute  $3,000.00  as  well  as 
the  land  for  the  public  square. 
Although  a  lively  contest  hadtaken 
place  among  the  owners  of  the 


sites  of  New  Market,  Miller's 
Ferry,  Huron  and  Petersburg  over 
which  was  to  be  the  county  seat, 
Petersburg  won  out  and  has  re- 
mained the  seat  of  justice  for 
Menard  County  since  its  organi- 
zation. When  Petersburg  became 
the  county'  seat  it  had  300  inhabi- 
tants, but  in  grew  in  population 
and  importance,  and  after  the  de- 
limitation of  Menard  County  in 
1841  it  was  found  to  be  located 
near  the  center  of  the  county. 


Menard  County  was  one  of  the 
fifteen  counties  authorized  by  the 
State  Legislature  in  the  winter  c£ 
1839,  and  was  one  of  the  three 
counties  cut  off  from  Sangamon 
County  in  that  year.  The  residents 
of  this  area  desired  to  have  a 
county  seat  nearer  home,  and 
secured  the  cooperation  of 
Abraham  Lincoln,  a  representative 
to  the  state  legislature  and  chair- 
man of  the  Committeeon  Counties. 
Lincoln  presented  the  proposed 
bill  to  create  Menard  County  on 
January  16,  1839  and  itwas  passed 
on  February  15,  of  the  same  year. 
The  boundaries  of  Menard  County 
were  last  altered  in  1847,  and 
remain  unchanged  since  that  time. 
The  setting  off  of  Menard  County 
was  the  sixth  subdivision  of  this 
section  of  the  state.  Menard 


County  was  named  after  Colonel 
Pierre  Menard  (1767-1844),  a 
French -Canadian,  who  came  to 
Kaskaskia  in  1790,  took  a  promi*. 
nent  part  in  territorial  Illinois 
politics,  acted  as  the  presiding 
officer  of  the  legislative  council 
of  the  Illinois  Territorial  Legis- 
lature until  1818,  and  was  elected 
the  first  lieutenant  governor  of 
Illinois.  For  the  first  four  years 
of  the  counties  existence  the  pub- 
lic business  was  carried  on  in 
privately  owned  places.  The  first 
public  buildings  were  erected  in 
1844  and  served  for  two  decades. 
The  present  Courthouse  was  con- 
structed in  1896  at  an  approximate 
cost  of  $46,000.00.  The  present 
county  jail  was  erected  in  1870 
at  an  approximate  cost  of 
$18,000.00. 


PETERSBURG  RANKS  HIGH 
AMONG  NATION'S  SMALL  TOWNS 


Sangamon  River  aided 
in  area  development 


According  to  published  figures 
Prtersburg  shows  exceptional 
economic  strength.  Petersburg 
ranks  first  among  the  random 
sample  of  Illinois  cities  inthe2,000 
to  3,000  population  range.  Retail 
sales  per  capita  average$2,260.00 
per  year.  Sales  Tax  receipts 
$85.75  per  capita  as  compared  to 
$54.85  average  for  the  sample 
towns.  Petersburg  shows  partic- 
ular  economic   strength  in  the 


areas  of  retail  general  merchan- 
dise, lumber  building  and  hard- 
ware, and  automotive  related  busi- 
nesses. The  total  bank  assets  are 
listed  as  $6,870.00  per  capita;  this 
compares  to  $2,730  per  capita  as 
an  average  of  the  eleven  sample 
cities.  Obviously  a  great  deal  of 
employment  is  concentrated inre- 
tail  sales;  Petersburg  36,6%  as 
compared  to  Hie  national  average 
of  18,5%. 


The  history  of  Petersburg  is 
intimately  connected  with  theSang- 
amon  River.  This  200  mile  long 
waterway  is  barely  navigable;  its 
deep  holes  and  snags  have  always 
been  a  danger  to  swimmers  and 
vessels.  Prior  to  1819,  the  Pe- 
tersburg along  the  Sangamon  was 
inhabited  by  Powattomie  Indians, 
It  was  Uiese  Indians  who  named 
Oie  river  Sangamon  meaning 
"plenty  to  eat".  As  in  most  pio- 
neer territories,  settlements  werp 


dependent  upon  the  rivers  as  a 
source  of  food,  transportation  and 
building  materials.  In  the  spring 
of  1831  a  flat  boat  got  stuck  on  the 
mill  dam  at  New  Salem.  The  tall 
sad  faced  man  who  was  in  charge 
was  finally  able  to  dislodge  the 
boat,  but  not  himself;  Abraham 
Lincoln  was  to  stay  at  New  Salem 
for  the  next  six  years  of  his  life. 
It  can  honestly  be  said  that  the 
Sangamon  brought  Lincoln  to  us. 


PETERSBURG 
NAME  DECIDED 
BY  CARD  GAME 

Two  men,  George  Warburton  and 
Peter  Uikins.ownedadjoimiiglaiid 
which  is  now  Petersburg.  In  1833 
the  two  men  decided  to  foundacity 
on  this  land.  They  had  a  survq' 
run  and  the  original  lots  were  laid 
out  on  the  river  flat.  Mr,  War- 
burton  wanted  to  name  the  city 
Georgetown  while  Mr.  Lukins  held 
Old;  for  PeterslHirg.  To  decide  the 
issue  the  two  played  a  card  game 
called  *'Seven-Up".  Peter  Lukins 
was  the  winner  and  consequently 
both  parcels  ol  land  were  jointly 
named  Petersburg. 


Edgar  Lee  Masters 
called  Petersburg 
his  "heart's  home" 


LINCOLN 
SURVEY 
NARK 


Edgar  Lee  Masters  once  wrcte: 

"Petersburg  is  my  hearts  home. 
There  I  knew  the  first  earth's  sun 
and  air;  still  I  can  see  the  hills 
around  it,  the  people  that  walked 
its  business  square.' ' 

Throughout  the  poet's  life,  much 
of  his  writing  made  Petersburg 
and  the  river  Sangamon  famous. 
Many  of  the  characters  from  his 
'Spoon  River  Anthology"  were 
Petersburg  residerts. 

These  words  were  spoken  by 
the  poet  himself  on  September  5, 
1936  for  the  occasion  of  the  cele. 
bration  of  Petersburg's  Centennial 
of  the  resurvey  of  the  town  by 
Abraham  Lincohi.  The  closing 
words  of  Masters'  speech  were: 
'  'I  am  one  of  you.  I  am  prouder 
that  I  am  sprung  from  this  land 
than  of  anything  else  in  my  life. 
I  have  written  books  alwut  you, 
with  the  idea  ctf  making  you  beloved 
where  you  are  not  known.  My 
thanks  go  out  to  you  always." 

By  his  writings,  Edgar  Lee 
Masters  did  in  fact  favor  this  area 
by  drawing  from  it  many  char- 
acters and  scenes  in  not  less  than 
eight  of  his  bo<rtts.  We  see  con- 
tinuous reference  to  ourselves  in 
"Mitch  Miller,"  "Skeeters  Kir- 
by,"  "Along  the  Illinois,"  "The 
Sangamon,"    "Illinois  Poems," 


"Across  Spoon  River,"  "Jack 
KelBo"  and  most  important  oC  all, 
"The  Spoon  River  Anthology."  It 
*as  in  honor  of  the  poet's  favor  tc 
Petersburg  that  his  home  has  been 
preserved.  His  "books  have  takei 
the  essence  c£  our  area  into  many 
lands;  they  have  been  published  in 
at  least  nine  other  languages. 

If  one  visits  Prfersburg  he  may 
still  see  the  sigtits  that  Masters 


G.A.R.  founder 
buried  here 

In  Rose  Hill  Cem^ry,  less  than 
one-half  mile  eastofPetersburgis 
the  monument  and  grave  of  Major 
B.  F.  Stephenson,  the  founder  of 
the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic. 
Dr.  Stephenson  was  a  senior  brig- 
adier surgeon  in  the  Union  Army 
during  the  Civil  War.  In  1866,  he 
conceived  the  idea  of  a  National 
SolcUers  Mutual  Benefit  Society 
whose  motto  should  be  "Loyftl^, 
Fraternity,  and  Charity".  The 
name  of  this  society  was  The  Grand 
Army  ofthe  Republic;  better  known 
as  the  G.A.R. 


DERRY  HARDWARE 
Plumbing  &  Heating  Supplies 
Appliance  Sales  &  Service 
Paint  and  Farnn  Supplies 

PETERSBURG  632-7921  ILLINOIS 


HURLEY  FUNERAL  HOME 

Ambulance  Service 
Petersburg         Ph.  632-2500 


Markers  located  throughout  Pe- 
tersburg direct  visitors  tothe  var- 
ious historical  sitesthroughoutthe 
city.  This  pair  of  markers,  located 
on  Route  97  at  the  north  edge  of 
the  Courthouse  square,  points  to 
both  the  Lincoln  Survey  Mark  and 
the  Edgar  Lee  Masters  Home. 


Interior  view  of  ttie  Edgar  Lee  Master  Memorial,  above,  shows 
some  of  the  original  manuscripts  and  documents  relating  to  Masters 
that  are  on  display.  The  MastersMemorial.at  the  comer  of  Eighth  and 
Jackson,  is  open  daily,  Tuesday  through  Sunday. 

Edgar  Lee  Masters  Memorial 
is  interesting  museum 


Complete  Banking 
Services 

First  National  Bank 
of  Petersburg 

Member  FDIC    Phone  632-7716 


Interested  citizens  a[  this  com. 
muni^  have  caused  the  Masters 
family  home  to  be  purchased  and 
reconstructed  as  memorial  to  that 
great  author.  It  was  the  desire  of 
the  city,  and  cf  the  people,  to  es- 
tablish and  retain  this  homeinthis 
small  American  community  in  the 
belief  that  in  years  to  come  it  will 
be  increasing significantjustasthe 
homes  of  Longfellow  and  Whittier 


have  become  significant. 

Many  of theauthors possessions, 
furniture  and  momentous  are  on 
display.  The  Masters  Home  is 
located  at  the  comer  of  8th  and 
Jackson  Streets,  1  block  west  of 
^e  square.  It  is  open  from  1:00 
P.M.  until  5:00  P.M.  every  day  ex- 
cept Monday.  A  hostess  Is  on  duty 
to  offer  assistance  to  the  visitor. 


WELCOME  TO  PETERSBURG 

IN  THE  HEART  OF 

LINCOLN  COUNTRY 

THE  PETERSBURG  CITY  COUNCIL 

Joe  C.  Chester,  Mayor 

ALDERMEN 

Ward  1  —  Albert  Hinrichs 

Richard  D.  Rul«,  Traaiumr 

Wm.  Sherren 

Ward  2~Richard  D.  Cheaney 

Roy  T.  Carman,  City  Clerk 

Warren  Hayden 

Ward  3  —  Roy  Miller 

William  Kasten 

STEAMBOATS 
ON  THE  RIVER 

Like  most  villages  ofthe  1830's, 
New  Salem  and  Petersburg  were 
very  interested  in  having  their 
produce  transported  from  that 
place  tothe  markets  of  Illinois  and 
the  rest  of  the  United  States.  It 
could  be  noted  that  the  Erie  Canal 
was  a  growing  concern  in  1825, 
The  Sangamon,  however,  was  not 
navigated  prior  to  1832.  In  the 
early  spring  of  that  year  the  upper 
cabin  steamer  Talisman  left  Cin- 
cinnati bound  for  Springfield  on  the 
Sangamon.  It  was  planned  that 
from  Springfield  the  boat  would 
made  all  intermediate  st(^)s  on  its 
way  eventually  to  Louisville.  After 
a  somewhat  slow  zind  tortuous  trip 
down  the  Sangamon  the  boat  was 
snaked  on  the  dam  that  was  a  part 
of  the  mill  at  New  Salem,  in  late 
March  of  1832.  A  good  portion  of 
the  150  tons  of-cargoaboardhadto 
be  removed  so  the  boat  could  be 
dragged  free.  This  trip  proved 
that  the  Sangamon  could  be  nav- 
igated; however  nothingmuch  came 
of  it  since  the  Talisman  burned  in 
Alton  in  April  of  the  same  year. 

In  1836,5yearsafterthejournQ' 
of  the  Talisman,  the  steamer  Util- 
ity came  up  the  Sangamon  as  far 
as  Petersburg.  The  water  was  low 
and  the  trip  had  been  so  difficult 
that  the  captain  was  afraid  to  start 
back  or  to  go  forward;  he  sold  the 
Utility  to  J<*n  Taylor,  a  citizen  of 
Petersburg,  who  used  it  to  build 
the  first  house  in  Petersburg.  The 
first  glass  windows  of  the  town 
came  from  this  boat;  the  first  saw 
mill  in  town,  or  in  Menard  County 
for  that  matter,  was  run  by  the  en- 
gine from  the  abandoned  Utility. 
At  about  the  time  when  the  nav- 
igability of  the  Sangamon  was  to 
be  proven  conclusively,  the  rail- 
roads were  coming  to  Illinois.  By 
1836  the  Galena  and  Chicago  Union 
Railroad  was  chartered.  In  the 
same  year  the  Illinois  Central  was 
chartered.  Not  long  after  that  the 
Petersburg  and  Tonica  railroad 
was  organized. 

It  was  probably  only  hopefully 
believed  that  the  Sangamon  would 
ever  be  a  commercial  waterway. 
However,  the  attempts  that  were 
made  were  very  colorful  and  a 
visitor  to  our  area  today  may  en- 
joy a  similar  ride  on  theTalisman 
n  which  has  its  landing  just  north 
of  New  Salem  on  the  Sangamon 
River. 


The  History  of  the  newspapers 
in  Petersburg  and  Menard  County 
is  very  fragmentary.  It  is  known, 
however,  that  there  were  news- 
papers issued  in  Menard  County 
as  early  as  the  1850's.  The 
Petersburg  Observer  was  founded 
in  1874  and  has  continued  as  one 
of  the  leading  weekly  newspapers 
of  the  nation,  S.  L.  Shaw,  co- 
editor  of  the  Petersburg  Obser- 
ver has  served  the  newspaper 
and  his  community  since  1919. 


ANTIQUES 
SOUVENIRS 

SUPRISINGLY 
DIFFERENT 

Salem  Country  Store 
South  Edge  of 
Petersburg  on 
Rt.  97 


Kirbys  Royal  Blue 
GROCERIES 
MEATS 

We  Feature 
Monarch 
Brands 


TALISMAN 
RIVERBOAT 
EXCURSION 
NEW  SALEM 
STATE  PARK 


Compliments  of 
PETERSBURG 
COCA  COLA 

BOTTLING  CO. 


LAKE  PETERSBURG 
STARTED  IN  1958 


ROBBINS 
Wearing  Apparel  For 

The  Family 
Northwest  Corner  Square 

WELCOME  TOURISTS 


WILDE  MOTOR  SALES  INC. 
Sales  and  Service 
FORD  -  MERCURY  -  MUSTANG 

COUGAR  -  FORD  TRUCKS 
Before  You  Buy  Give  Wilde  A  Try 

Petersburg,  m.  Phone  632-2559 


OWENS  NEW  SALEM  LODGE 
Located  at  entrance  to  New  Salem  State  Park 
Fine  Food  -  Gracious  Service 
DeLuxe  Guest  Rooms 
Gift  Shop  -  Book  Shop  -  Antique  Shop 
Miniture  Golf  Always  Open 

stop  at  the  lodge  -  a  fine  way  to  extend  your  vacation 


On  The  Square 

Welcome  to 

Petersburg-Lincoln  area 

Camping  supplies 

Hardware 

IHousewares 

Tires  and  Batteries 

Sporting  Goods 

Fishing  Tadcle 

Auto  Parts 

Tools 

At  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the 
Petersburg  Chamber  erf  Commerce 
in  April,  1958,  it  was  suggested 
that  Petersburg  needed  a  lake 
for  recreational  and  reserve  water 
supply  purposes.  PresIdOTt 
William  F.  Shaw  appointed  a  com. 
raittee  to investigatethe possibility 
of  the  construction  of  a  lake  and 
report  back  to  the  fall  meeting  of 
the  Chamber. 

From  this  humble  beginning. 
Lake  Petersburg  was  bom.  After 
the  feasibility  c<  such  a  project 
was  determined,  several  sites 
were  investigated  and  one  site 
chosen.  Options  to  buy  were  ob- 
tained on  the  land  in  the  area  of 
the  chosen  site,  and  Lake  Peters- 
burg Association  Inc.  was  formed 
and  officers  elected  April  21, 1960. 

A  large  aerial  map  of  the  entire 
area  was  made  and  proposed  water 
front  lots  were  laid  out  on  themap 
by  Cassler  and  Associates,  an 
engineering  firm  of  Jacksonville, 
Illinois.  From  this  map,  which 
hung  in  the  city  hall  in  Petersburg, 
local  and  area  persons  showed 
their  interest  and  confidence  inthe 
project  by  purchasing  lots  sigtit 
and  unseen.  With  this  money,  the 
1,000  acres  under  option  was  pur- 
chased for  just  over  $210,000.00. 

On  August  7,  1961,  ground  was 
broken  for  the  large  earthen  dam 
which  was  erected  at  the  East 
end  of  the  project  near  State  route 
97  between  Peterslairg  and  New 
Salem  State  Park.  On  Sept,  2, 
1963,  the  200  acre  lake  was  dedi- 
cated. 

Since  that  time,  the  lake  has 
filled  completely  with  water  and 
at  this  writing  there  are  some 
200  homes  both  permanent  and 
summer  cottages  around  the  lake. 
The  lake  has  an  average  depth  of 
around  20  feet.  The  water  Is  fed 
imo  tne  lake  by  field  tile  from 
surrounding  areas  and  springs. 

The  only  funds  that  were  used 
for  this  project  were  those  raised 
privately  from  the  sale  of  lots 
on  Lake  Petersburg, 

MINING 
BEGAN 
IN  IB48 

Contemporaneous  with  the 
coming  of  the  railroad,  the  sinking 
of  mine  shafts  and  the  beginning 
of  the  coal  industry  toolt  place 
in  the  Petersburg  area.  Coal 
mining  began  as  early  as  1848 
when  a  draft  mine  was  cut  into 
the  hillside  just  north  of  Peters- 
burg. In  1865,  a  modern  coal 
mine  was  sunk  in  the  southeast 
part  of  Petersburg  and  by  1883 
several  mines  were  located  in  the 
town  and  near  vicinity. 


Petersburg  Plumbing 
and  Heating  Company 


1 1 7  NORTH  7th  St. 
PETERSBURG.  ILL. 

Phone  632-2221 


WHISTLE  STOP 

A  Unique  apparel  shop  for 
the  woman  of  unique  taste. 

On  the  square  in  Petersburg 


For  Complete  Banking  Service 
SEE 

NATIONAL  BANK  OF  PETERSBURG 
Petersburg,  Illinois 


FINNEY  PHARMACY  Inc. 
Art  Finney,  R.  PH. 
Area  Code  -  217-632-2255 

Fifth  At  Sheridan 
Petersburg,  Illinois  62675 

R.  PH:  632-2258 


SEILING  -  MITCHELL 

CHEVY 
OLDS  PONTIAC 
SALES  SERVICE 

Phone  632-2716 


GEORGE'S  SHELL  SERVICE 
Tires  -  Batteries  -  Washing  -  Greasing 
Wrecker  Service  Day  or  Nite 
Three  Trucks 

Day  Phone  632-2123    Nite  Phone  632-2279 

Open  from  6:00  A.M.  to  9:00  P.M. 

Two  blocks  North  of  square  at  6th  &  Sangamon. 


GENE'S  SUPERMARKETS 

Manito  &  Petersburg 
Your  Picnic  Headquarters 

U.  S.  D.  A.  Choice  Meats 

Ice  -  Sunday  Papers  -  Cold  Soda  Pop 


COMPLIMENTS 

IDEAL  INDUSTRIES  INC. 
PETERSBURG,  III. 


Welcome  To  Petersburg 

BALSTER  TRUCK  SERVICE 
PETERSBURG.  ILL. 


SITES  OF  HISTORICAL  INTEREST 


MENTOR  GRAHAM  HOME 

8th  and  Jackson  Streets 

This  house  originally  stood  on  the  west  side  of  the  square.  It  was 
built  in  1836,  and  known  as  the  Judge  Harrison  Rooming  House.  At  one 
time  the  house  was  occupied  by  Mentor  Graham  (Lincoln's  teacher)  and 
his  daughter,  Mrs,  Elizabeth  Graham  Bell.  A  walnut  stairway  leads  to 
the  second  floor  where  the  original  puncheon  floor  still  exists. 


ESTEP  HOUSE 

Corner  of  5th  and  Rutledge Streets 
This  house  was  erected  by  Elijah  Estep  in  1826.  It  has  the  distinc- 
tion of  being  the  oldest  house  on  the  present  site  of  Petersburg.  The 
structure  is  deceptive  in  that  it  was  built  of  sawn  lumber  rather  than 
logs;  this  due  to  the  fact  that  Mr.  Estep  operated  the  first  sawmill. 


This  beautiful  bronze  statue  of  Abraham 
Lincoln,  the  railspUtter,  greets  visitors  to 
New  Salem  State  Park,  located  justtwomiles 
south  of  Petersburg.  The  statue  depicts  Lin- 
coln as  a  young  man  when  he  lived  at  New 
Salem, 


MASTERS  HOUSE 

Sth  and  Jackson  Streets 
This  house  was  the  residence  of  Edgar  Lee  Masters  between  1870 
and  1881.  Mr.  Masters  spent  hib  boyhood  in  this  house  and  later  re- 
turned to  Petersburg  after  becomingoneof  America's  outstanding  poets. 
The  home  was  moved  from  its  original  location  on  Monroe  Street  to  the 
present  site  in  1960  and  is  operated  as  a  Memorial  by  the  Petersburg 
Masters  Memorial  Association. 


SATORIUS  HOUSE 

West  Sheridan  Road  at  11th  Street 

This  home,  built  in  1875  by  Edward  Laning,  is  a  magnificent  ex. 
ample  of  Georgian  architecture.  From  the  center  hallway  open  large 
rooms  with  ornamental  ceilings  and  deep  marble  mantled  fireplaces. 
Superb  walnut  woodwork  and  staircase  extend  to  the  third  floor. 


ANN  RUTLEDGE  GRAVE 

Ann  Rutledge's  grave  is  located  in  Oakland  Cemetery,  one  quarter 
mile  south  of  Petersburg  on  Oakland  Avenue.  The  epitaph  which  appears 
on  the  marker  was  written  by  the  poet  Edgar  Lee  Masters  whose  grave 
is  also  located  in  Oakland  cemetery. 


WATKINS  HOUSE 

217  West  Sheridan  Street 
This  beautiful  red  brick  Georgian  house  was  built  in  1845  by  Robert 
Bishop.  Mr.  Bishop  was  the  gunsmith  of  New  Salem  and  Petersburg 
whose  shop,  at  one  time,  was  a  part  of  this  house.  The  house  has  been 
carefully  restored  by  its  present  owner  both  inside  and  out.  The  large 
evergreen  which  stands  to  the  west,  was  said  to  have  been  planted  whra 
the  house  was  built. 


In  Rosehlll  Cemetery  east  of  Petersburg 
on  Route  #129  stands  the  monument  of  Major 
B.  F.  Stephenson,  founder  ofThe  Grand  Army 
of  the  Republic.  Major  Stephenson's  homeat 
714  South  7th  Street  may  also  be  seen. 


LINCOLN  SURVEY  MARKER 

7th  and  Jackson  Streets 
On  February  17,  1836,  Abraham  Lincoln  began  his  survey  of  Peters- 
burg starting  at  this  spot,  A  marker  embedded  in  the  sidewalk  pinpoints 
the  location  at  the  Southeast  corner  of  7th  and  Jackson  streets. 


Lincoln's  first  love 
was  Ann  Rutledge 


HONEST  ABE  DAYS.^„ 
ANNUAL  CELEBRATION 


While  at  New  Salem,  Lincoln 
Uved  at  the  Rutledge  Tavern.  It 
was  there  that  he  xnd  the  daughter 
of  James  Rutledge.  Hernamewas 
Ann.  She  was  just  nind;een  and 
engaged  to  a  man  named  McNeil. 
McNeil  left  to  go  to  New  York  on 
business  promising  to  rrturn  to 
marry  Ann  sometime  inthe  future. 
He  never  returned  and  Lincoln  be- 
gan courting  Ann  Rutledge.  They 
planned  that  Ann  would  spend  a 
year  at  the  Female  Academy  at 
Jacksonville  while  Lincoln  pursued 
his  law  studies  and  saved  his 
money.  Unfortunately,  beforethey 
could  be  married,  Ann  became  ill. 
When  she  died  it  was  a  serious 
blow  to  young  Lincoln,  and  biog- 
raphers have  said  that  his  mel- 


ancholy lasted  for  several  months. 

Ann  Rutledge  is  now  buried  In 
Oakland  Cemetery  just  south  of 
P^ersburg.  Her  epitaph  was 
written  by  Edgar  Lee  Masters: 
"Out  of  me  unworthy  and  unknowr 
The  vitrations  c*  deathless  music, 
'With  malice  toward  none,  with 

charity  for  all." 
Out  of  me  the  forgiveness  at  mil- 
lions toward  millions, 
And  the  beneficent  face  of  a  nation 
Shining  with  justice  and  truth. 
I  am  Ann  Rutledge  who  sleep  be- 
neath these  weeds, 
Beloved  in  life  of  Abraham  Lincoln, 
Wedded  to  him,  not  throu^  union. 
But  through  separation. 
Bloom  forever,  0  Republic, 
From  the  dust  of  my  bosom!" 


PLAN  HISTORIC  TOUR 
OF  PETERSBURG  AREA 


A  tourist  information  center  to 
be  constructed  at  the  corner  of 
Sixth  Street  and  Lincoln  Avenue 
is  currently  being  planned  by  the 
Petersburg  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce. It  will  serve  as  a  center 
poirtf  from  which  a  historic  tour 
of  Petersburg  may  be  taken.  A 
large  map  locating  the  points  of 
historic  interest  will  cover  one 
wall;  small  printed  maps  will  be 
available. 

It  is  hoped  that  by  making  thest 
points  of  interest  as  accessible 
as  possible,  visitors  to  our  area 
will  be  encouraged  to  tour  these 
sites. 

The  Information  Center  itself  will 


be  of  "New  Salem"  architecture. 
The  structure  was  designed  by 
Mrs,  Louise  Basso,  a  well  known 
local  artist  and  illustrator.  All 
new  directive  signs  of  blue  and 
white  have  been  installed  along 
Petersburg's  streets  to  facilitate 
the  planned  tour. 


Tho  Abraham  Lincoln  lived  at 
New  Salem  from  1831  to  1837, 
he  failed  to  carry  the  counly  in 
the  elections  of  1860  and  1864. 

In  1859  the  Clinton  Lodge  #li» 
of  the  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons  was  incorporated  in 
Petersburg  by  a  private  act  of 
the  Legislature. 


PRAIRIE  RUN 
FUN  -  FOOD  &  SHOPS 
Rt.  97,  1  Mtle  South 
New  Salem  State  Park 

OPEN  7  DAYS  A  WEEK 
10  A.M.  to  8  P.M. 


CLYDE  A.  KNOUS  MOTOR  CO. 


Dart  G.  T. 

Polara 

Coronet 


SALES 
AND 
SERVICE 

Petersburg,  III. 

Phone  632-2422 


Dodge 
Dodge  Trucks 


WHALEN  REXALL  DRUG  STORE 

Ford  Hopkin  Franchise  #576 
107-109  E.  Douglas  St,  Petersburg,  Illinois 
VISIT  OUR  LARGE  COMPLETE  DRUG  STORE 
Fine  Toiletries  -Russell  Stover  Candies-Hallmark  Cards 

Fresh  frozen  Andes  Candies  -  Rexall  Drugs 
Professl<mal  prescription  Service  at  real  savings  to  you! 
Bring  your  next  prescription  to  this  Pharmacy,  and  when 
talking  to  your  doctor  via  telephone  have  him  call  us  col- 
lect for  your  prescription.  We  pay  the  phone  charges  if 
wtthin  25  miles  around.  .Tot  down  our  pbone  numbers 
632-2287  —  632-2288        Petersburg,  Illinois. 


JOHN  DEERE 
Sales  &  Service 
The  store  where  quality  counts 
STEVENS  IMPL.  CO. 
Rt.  97  North    Petersburg,  Ml. 


Old  Abe  of  New  Salem  was  an 
honest  man,  and  neighboring 
Petersburg  pays  him  homage  each 
year  with  an  "Hraiest  Abe  Days* 
weekend  celebration  complete  with 
clowns,  bands,  foods,  dances,  con- 
tests, sidewalk  sales  and  good 
honest  fun! 

Ladies  in  long  dresses  and 
bonnets  and  men  in  whiskers  and 
shoestring  ties  serve  from  food 
stands  both  days.  Kiddie  rides, 
drawings,  an  art  show  entered  by 
local  artists,  antique  displays, 
contests  and  other  exhibits  furnish 
something  for  everyone. 

And  just  to  make  sure  there  IS 
something  for  everyone  the  mer- 
chants have  sidewalk  sales  -  real 
sales  with  prices  slashed  almost 
to  what  they  were  in  Abe's  day  - 
tor  the  bargain  hunters. 

Anyone  driving  through  Peters- 
burg on  Illinois  97  just  cant  miss 
the  fun.  Signs  will  becken  him 
anl  Honest  Abe  himself  will  be 
seen  ambling  across  the  court- 
house lawn  just  as  he  did  over 
100  years  ago, 

RELIGIOUS 


COimiNG  OF 
THE  RAILROAD 

Railroad  promoters  realized  in 
the  1850's  the  necessity  of  tapping 
an  area  having  farms  valued  at 
about  three  and  one-half  million 
dollars  and  producing  manu- 
factured goods  totalling  about  two 
hundred  andforty thousanddollars. 
Several  companies  planning  to 
serve  the  Menard  County  localKj 
were  incorporated  before  the  Civil 
War;  yet  the  first  railroad  entering 
ttie  county  was  the  Tonica  and 
Petersburg  Railroad  in  1861,  when 
the  road  wascompletedfrom  Jack- 
sonville to  Petersburg,  a  distance 
of  28  miles.  This  line  is  pre- 
sently the  Gulf,  Mobile  and  Ohio 
Railroad.  Other  railroads  con- 
structed through  the  county  area 
during  the  post  bellum  period  were 
the  Petersburg  and  Springfield 
Railroad  (now  the  Chicago  & 
Illinois  Midland),  and  the  Spring- 
field and  Northwestern  (now  the 
Chicago  &  Northwestern). 


McGARY  TRANSFER 
Petersbug,  III. 
Phone  632-2685 
Springfield,  III. 
Phone  528-2646 

Peoria,  III. 
Phone  673-6331 

Intrastate  and  Interstate  Hauling 


WAR  RECORD 

Veterans  of  the  Revolutiraiary 
War  and  the  War  of  1812  are 
buried  In  cemeteries  in  the  area. 
Abraham  Lincoln  and  a  company 
of  Menard  County  men  participated 
in  the  Black  Hawk  War;  and  about 
83  men  saw  service  intheMexican 
War. 

Sons  of  Petersburg  and  Menard 
County  answeredthecallfortroops 
issued  by  President  Lincoln  during 
the  Civil  War.  1084  men  from 
the  County  fought  in  the  Civil  War 
and  of  this  number,  184  laid  down 
their  lives  for  Ihe  preservation 
of  the  Union. 

A  bounty  of  $500.00  was  paid 
by  the  county  to  each  volunteer 
in  the  Civil  War  and  to  each  mar 
who  furnished  a  substitute  for 
the  Army. 

The  legislature  legalized  tiie 
acts  of  the  Menard  County  Court 
in  offering  War  Bounties  and  a 
special  war  bounty  tax  was  levied. 


It  has  been  said  at  Lincoln  that 
he  left  no  memorial  to  himself  in 
this  area  except  in  the  attitude  of 
the  people  toward  him. 

The  Golf  Club  at  Petersburg  is 
named  after  the  Indian  Shambolee, 
Shambolee  was  probably  the  first, 
and  original,  resident  of  the  Pe- 
tersburg area.  HisCrieitdshipwith 
the  white  settlers  is  well  recorded. 


ACTIVITY 
CAME  EARLY 

Religious  organizations  were 
established  in  the  Petersburg  area 
almost  as  soon  as  the  settlers 
arrived,  although  church  buildings 
tike  schoolhouses  were  not 
erected  until  after  the  residents 
had  established  themselves. 

Several  dwiominations  were  at 
work  in  the  very  early  days  of 
the  community,  namely:  The 
Regular  Baptists,  Missionary 
Baptists,  Methodists,  Disciples 
of  Christ  and  the  Cumberland 
Presbyterians.  The  Methodists 
had  the  honor  of  initiating  re. 
ligious  work  in  the  counly  with  a 
group  organized  in  1820,  By 
1822  a  regular  circuit  was 
formed  of  all  the  Methodist  groups, 
in  what  is  now  Menard  County 
and  the  Reverend  Isaac  House 
was  the  first  Circuit  Rider, 

EDUCATIONAL 
PROGRAM 

Community  Unit  School  District 
#202  has  a  total  enrollment (tf  1420 
students  atthepresenttime,andan 
average  daily  attendance  record 
during  the  school  year  1966.67  cHT 
1238.02  pupils. 

The  Educational  Program  Is  di- 
rected by  the  Superintend^  of 
Schools  and  a  staff  of  84  teachers, 
who  direct  the  education  of  pupils 
from  the  kindergarten  ttarougb  the 
12th  Grade  levels. 

The  PORTA  District  is  a  recip- 
ient (tf  a  special $20,000grant from 
the  State  Departmeitf  of  Education 
to  develop  effective  means  of 
teaching  in  a  non-graded  elemen- 
tary program, 

Elementaiy  schools  in  the 
PORTA  District  are  non-graded 
stressing  appropriate  placement, 
Independent  learning,  and  team 
teaching. 


CARPENTERS  VARIETY  STORE 

The  One  Stop  Place  to  Shop 
for  Every  Emergency  Need. 


WELCOME 
to  the 

Heart  Of  The  Lincoln  Country 
THE  PETERSBURG  OBSERVER 
Published  in  Petersburg  since  1874 


SMORGASBORD 

Picnic  Parlour 
Route  97  -  at  Prairie  Run 
ALL  YOU  CAN  EAT 

Dinner  and 
L  unch  $1 . 39  al  I  day  Sunday  $1 . 79 

Open  Daily  11:00  a.m.  -  7:00  p.m. 
Phone  632-7642 


NELSON  OIL  COMPANY  INC. 
PETERSBURG,  ILL. 

'.SHELLj 

SHELL  PRODUCTS  ^^\//^ 


HOTEL  NEW  SALEM 
Family  Units  with  Reasonable  Rates 
Air  Conditioned  -  Coclctail  Lounge 

Private  Party  Rooms 
Petersburg,  III.  Phone  632-21 1 1 
Bud  and  Florence  Bale 


SHAMBOLEE  GOLF  COURSE 
LOCATED  AT  PETERSBURG 


Shambolee  Golf  Course,  a  semi- 
private  9-hole  golf  course,  was 
opened  June  27,  1965,  and  is 
operated  by  the  Menard  Golf 
Association.  It  is  located  west 
of  beautiful  Lake  Petersburg  and 
is  about  two  miles  west  from 
Illinois  Route  97. 

A  golf  course  for  Menard  Counly 
was  the  dream  of  many  people  for 
several  years.  In  September  of 
1963,  several  interested  persons 
appointed  by  the  Chamber  of  Com. 
merce  met  to  discuss  the  pos- 
sibility of  building  a  golf  course 
and  club  house.  Officers  were 
elected  and  plans  were  under  way. 
There  were  many  rough  times 
but  the  committee  with  the  en. 
couragem  ent  of  m  any  others 
worked  for  and  finally  realized 
completion  of  their  goaL  The 
cooperation  of  the  Petersburg 
Chamber  of  Commerce,  Lake 
Petersburg  Association,  Jr. 
Chamber  of  Commerce,  Peters, 
burg  Woman's  Club,  Town  & 
Country  Woman*s  Club,  the  City 
and  County  officials  and  several 
of  the  service  organizations  in  the 
County  was  outstanding  and  the 
idea  was  supported  enthusiasti. 
cally. 

Negotiations  commenced  with 
the  Farmer's  Home  Adminis- 
tration for  a  loan  and  an  agree, 
ment  was  made  and  the  golf  boanl 
proceeded  to  obtain  150  sub. 
scribers  at  $100.00  each.  Enough 
subscribers  were  obtained,  the 
loan  was  approved  by  the  FJI.A. 
and  a  lease  for  the  land  was 
negotiated  with  the  Lake  Peters, 
burg  Association.  Maddox  Con. 
struction  Firm  of  Batavia,  Illinois 
was  contacted  to  construct  the 


golf  course  and  Wilson  Ccwistruc- 
tion  Co.  of  Petersburg  was  con. 
tacted  to  build  the  club  house. 

During  the  summer  and  ejirly 
fall  of  1964,  the  course  was  con. 
structed  and  in  the  spring  of  1965 
the  Club  House  completed.  In 
the  late  summer  of  1964,  a  con- 
test was  held  for  a  name  oE  the 
new  club  and  the  name  Shambolee 
Golf  Club,  submitted  by  Mrs.Evert 
Tice,  was  chosen  from  several 
entries.  Shambolee  was  an  Indian 
Chief  who  lived  in  this  area  many, 
many  years  ago. 

On  June  27,  1965  the  course 
was  officially  opened  and  golf  has 
been  enjoyed  by  aboutl90member- 
ships  in  the  club  plus  the  green 
fee  players  each  season. 

Some  of  the  members  donated 
funds  for  trees  and  evergreens 
and  several  Vtirieties  were  planted 
in  the  fall  of  1966.  Later,  two 
shelters  were  built  on  the  course 
with  funds  and  labor  donated  by 
the  membership. 

At  present  Ken  and  Sue  Costa 
are  managing  the  Club  House  and 
operating  the  snack  bar.  Special 
dinners  are  served  on  Friday, 
Saturday  and  Sunday  evenings.  The 
Pro-Shop  offers  a  wide  selection 
of  golf  equipment  and  Ken,  the 
Club  Pro,  gives  golf  lessons  to 
those  interested. 

Patrick  McNeely,  a  graduate 
of  Michigan  State  University,  is 
serving  as  greens-keeper  and  is 
assisted  by  Rudolph  Hagney. 

The  course  is  open  daily  and 
visitors  are  welcome  to  come 
out  and  exijcty  a  game  of  golf  on 
one  ofthemost challenging! 
in  central  Illinois. 


SATORIUS  FUNERAL  HOME 
&  FURNITURE  DEALER 

24-Hour  Ambulance  Service 
Phone  632-251 1     Petersburg,  III. 


ROSE  VIEW  GREENHOUSE 
813  No.  7th.  Petersburg,  III. 
Phone  632-2121 

Flowers  for  all  Occasions 
"Our  Business  Is  Growing" 


WELCOME  TO  PETERSBURG 
While  here  Visit  The 
SNACK  SHACK 
East  Side  Courthouse  Square 
Featuring 
GOOD  FOOD 


MENARD  SERVICE  CO. 
Petersburg,  III. 


Feed-Fertilizer-Petroleum  Products 

Phones  Petersburg  -  632-71 24  or 
632-2366 


CHURCH 
DIRECTORY 

BETHLEHEM  LUTHERAN 
CHURCH 
CMo.  Synod)  120  West  Monroe 
8  a.m.  Morning  Worship  (June, 
July  &  August). 
9:30  a.m.  Sunday  School 
10:30  a.m.  Morning  Worship 

FIRST  BAPTIST  CHURCH 

(Southern) 
Sangamon  at  North  Seventh 
9:45  a.m.  Sunday  School 
10:45  a.m.  Morning  Worship 
7:30  p.m.  Evening  WorshipHour 

ST.  PETER  CATHOLIC  CHURCH 
South  Sixth  at  Adams 

Masses:  7:15 a.m. and  10:30a.m. 

Holy  Days  of  Obligation  6:00  a.m. 
and  7:30  a.m. 

Sacrament  of  Penance:  Satur. 
days  4-5  p.m.  and  7-8  p.m. 

Day  before  Holy  Day:  7-8  p.m. 

FIRST  CHRISTIAN  CHURCH 

(Disciples) 
South  Eighth  at  West  Jackson 
8:15  a.m.  Morning  Meditations 
(July). 

9:30  a.m.  Sunday  School 
10:45  a.m.  Morning  Worship 

FOURSQUARE  CHURCH 
110  E^st  Sangamon 
9:45  a.m.  Sunday  School 
11:00  a.m.  Morning  Worship 
7:30  p.m.  Evening  Evangelistic 
Services. 

UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH 
221  West  Jackson 
8:15  a.m.  Morning  Meditations 
(June  &  July). 
9:30  a.m.  Sunday  School 
10:45  a.m.  Worship  Service 

CENTRAL  PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH  (United) 
210  West  Douglas 
The  Central  Presbyterian  Church 
unites  with  the  United  Church  ot 
Christ  to  jointly  conduct  all  8:30 
services  and  10:45  services  during 
July  and  August. 

8:30  a.m.  Worship  (June,  July, 
Aug.  and  Sept.) 
9:30  a.m.  Church  School 
10:45  a.m.  Worship 

CUMBERLAND  PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH 
North  Ninth  at  West  Sheridan 
9:30  a.m.  Sunday  School 
10:45  a.m.  Morning  Worship 
6:30  p.m.  Junior  and  Senior 
Youth  Groups 

SEVENTH  DAY  ADVENTIST 
CHURCH 
South  Tenth  at  Lincoln 
Saturday: 

9:15  a.m.  Church  Service 
10:30  a.m.  Sabbath  School 

ST.  PAUL  UNITED 
CHURCH  OF  CHRIST 
North  Eighth  at  Douglas 
St.  Paul  United  Church  of  Christ 
unites  with  the  Central  Presbyter, 
ian  Church  to  jointly  conduct  all 
8:30  services  and  10:45  services 
during  July  and  August. 

8:30  a.m.  Worship  (June,  July, 
Aug.,  and  Sept.) 
9:30  a.m.  Church  School 
10:45  a.m.  Worship 

KELSO  HOLLOW 
New  Salem  State  Park 
8:15  a.m.MornlngWorshipCnon. 
denominational)  Sunday  mornings 
of  June,  July  and  August. 


ALL  YOUR 
FOOD  NEEDS 
at 


221  E.  Douglas 
Petersburg,  III. 


SALEM  CORPORATION            1"  ^ 

1 1 3  No.  7th  St.  Petersburg  \^^^ 

Never  Clean  a  ~ 

Toilet  Bowl  Again 

BILL  &  MARYS 

F.S.     STATIONS  SINCLAIR 
and 

LITTLE  DINO  CAFE 


632-21 1 9  Petersburg, 


632-7915 


Interior  view  of  the  Edgar  Lee  Masters  Memorial  building.  A  pic. 
ture  of  the  famed  poet  appears  in  the  upper  photograph. 


mm 

■ 

Burial  place  of  Edgar  Lee  Masters  Is  shown  In  the  center,  in  Oak. 
land  Cemetery,  a  short  distance  north  of  the  Ann  Rutledge  grave. 


BUSINESS  &  PROFESSIONAL  DIRECTORY 


Abstracts  Of  Title 

T.  C.  Bennett 

Air  Conditioning  Equip- 
ment &  Systems 

Frick  Plumbing  &  Heating 
Harold  Derry  Hardware 
Salem  Corporation 
Western  Auto  Associates  Store 

Aluminum 

G.  W.  Biggs  Glass  &  Repair  Shop 

Ambulance  Service 

Hurley  Funeral  Home 
Satorius  Funeral  Home 


Chiropractors 

Dr.  J.  A.  Davidson 
Loren  Hollis 


Antiques 


Salem  Country  Store 
Victorian  House 

Appraisers 

Irving  Hurwitz 

Attorneys 

Sam  S.  Blane 
John  E.  Grosboll 

Knuppel,  Grosboll,  Becker  &  Tice 
Jefferson  Lewis 
J.  C.  Luther 

Automobile  Dealers 

Clyde  A.  Knous 
Wilde  Motor  Sales  Inc. 
Selling- Mitchell  Garage 

Automobile  Parts 
&  Supplies 

Petersburg  Auto  Supply 
Western  Auto  Associates.  Store 

Automobile  Repairing 
&  Service 

B  &  M  Repair 
Bill's  Menard  Service 
Wilde  Motor  Sales  Inc. 
Roy  Miller 
Seiling-Mitchell 

Banks 

First  National  Bank 
National  Bank  of  Petersburg 

Barbers 

Al  Ragan 
Eddie  Belton 
Vaughn  Barber  Shop 
Lutes  Barber  ^op 

Beauty  Salons 

Lucille  Amberger 
Ann's  Beauty  Salon 
,  Rita's  Beauty  Salon 
Lorenna  Bennett 
Irma  Stout 
Agnes  Pierson 

Beverages 

Petersburg  Coca-Cola 

Book  Dealers 

Lincoln's  New  Salem 
Enterprises  Inc. 

Bowling 

Menard  Bowl 

Carpeting 

Satorius  Furniture  Store 

Chemicals 

Menard  Service  Co. 


Churches 

Bethlehem  Lutheran  Church 

Central  Presbyterian 

Cumberland  Presbyterian 

Christijui  Church 

Petersburg  United  Methodist 

First  Baptist  Church 

St.  Paul  United  Church  of  Christ 

Foursquare  Church 

St,  Peter's  Catholic  Church 

Seventh  Day  Adventist 

Cleaners  &  Dyers 

Juergen's  Quick  Wash 
Lucky  La^y  Coin  Operated 
Laundramat 

Combustion  &  Heating 
Consultants 

Petersburg  Plumbing  &  Heating 

Concrete  - 
Ready  Mixed 

Stroh- Anderson 

Cosmetics  &  Perfumes 

Whalens  Rexall  Drugs 

Dairy  Products 

Dairy  Queen 

Dentist 

T.  F.  Carter 
Alvin  E.  Davis 
Hollis  Powers 

Department  Stores 

Robbins  Co. 


Foods  -  Ready 
To  Serve 

Parkview  Restaurant 
New  Salem  Lodge 
Prairie  Run  Picnic  Parlour 
Snack  Shack 

Frozen  Food 

Menard  Lockers 

Funeral  Directors 

Hurley  Funeral  Home 
Satorius  Funeral  Home 

Furnaces  -  Heating 

Harold  Derry  Hardware 
Frick  Plumbing  &  Heating 
Salem  Corporation 

Furniture  Dealers 

Satorius  Furniture  Store 

Gas  -  Liquified 
Petroleum  -  Bottled 
&  Bulk 

Menard  Service  Co. 
Petersburg  Skelgas  Service 


Gift  Shops 


Dhug  Stores 

Finney  Pharmacy  Inc. 
Whalens  Rexall  Drugs 

Electrical  Appliances 

Western  Auto  Associates  Store 
Gambles 

Excavating  Contractors 

Balster  Tmck  Service 

Farm  Equipment 

Hudspeth  Implements  &  Feeds 
International  Harvester  Farm 
Equipment 
Rittenhouse  Inc. 
Stevens  Implement  Co, 

Farm  &  Home 
Advisory  Service 

Menard  County  Farm  Bureau 

Farm  Management 
Service 

First  National  Bank 

Farm  Supplies 

Menard  Service  Co. 

Feed  Dealers 

Hudspeth  Implements  &  Feeds 
Menard  Service  Co. 


Financing 


Children's  & 
Infants  Wear 

Carpenters 
Louise  Shop 
Robbins  Co. 


First  National  Bank 
National  Bank  of  Petersburg 


Florists 


Petersburg  House  of  Flowers 
Roseview  Greenhouse 


Carpenters 
Ken*s  Newsstand 
Lincoln's  New  Salem 
Enterprises  Inc. 
Petersburg  House  of  Flowers 
Prairie  Run 
Salem  Country  Store 
New  Salem  Lodge 
Whistle  Stop 
Victorian  House 

Glass- Automobile, 
Plate,  Window 

G.  W.  Biggs  Glass  & 
Repair  Shop 

Golf  Course 

Shambolee  Golf  Club 

Grain  Dealers  & 
Elevators 

Amac  Inc. 

Grocers 

Atlantic  &  Pacific  Tea  Co. 
Gene's  Super  Market 
Kirby's  Royal  Blue  Store 
Menichetti's  Super  Market 
West  Food  Store 

Hardware 

Harold  Derry  Hardware 
Western  Auto  Associates 
Gambles 

Heating  Contractors 

Frick  Plumbing  &  Heating 
Salem  Corporation 
Derry  Hardware 

Hotels 

Parkview  Motel 
Hotel  New  Salem 
New  Salem  Lodge 

Ice  Cream  &  Frozen 
Desserts 

Dairy  Queen 


Insurance 

Bergen- Montgomery  Insurance 

Agency 
Bradley  Insurance  Agency 
Countty  Companies  Ins. 


C.  Stanley  Gerdes,  Ins. 
Menard  County  Health 

Improvement  As  so. 
Menard  County  Mutual  Fire 

Ins.  Co. 

Mid. America  Fire  &  Marine 
Ins.  Co. 

Ogden  Insurance  Agency 
Pekin  Farmers  Ins.- 
Bradley  Ins. 

Ladies  Wear 

Whistle  Stop 
Louise  Shop 
Robbins  Co. 

Laundries  -  Self 
Service 

Juergens  Quick  Wash 
Lucky  Lady  Coin  Operated 
Laundromat 

Lumber 

Apken  Lumber  Co. 
Sr^yder  Lumber  Co. 

Meat  Packers 

Menard  Lockers 
Menichetti  Packing  Co. 

Motels 

New  Salem  Lodge 
Parkview  Motel 

Museums 

New  Salem  Carriage  Museum 

News  Dealers 

Ken*s  Newsstand 

Newspapers 

Petersburg  Observer 

Nursing  Homes 

MenEU'd  Convalescent 
Center  Inc. 
Sunny  Acres 

Oils  -  Fuel 

Menard  Service 
Nelson  Oil  Co. 
Standard  Oil  Co. 

Physicians  & 
Surgeons  (MD) 

Barry  D.  Free 
H.  K.  Moulton 
Paul  L.  Purdy 
Robert  J.  Schafer 

Plumbing  Contractors 

Frick  Plumbing  &  lieating 
Salem  Corporation 

Radio  &  T.V.  Dealers 
&  Service 

Dick  Cheaney 

Harold  Churchill 

Western  Auto  Associate  Store 

Real  Estate 

Mance  Blane 
Irving  Hurwitz 
F.  B.  Selcke 
Thomas  H.  Bergen 

Restaurants 

A  i  W  Drive-In 

Parkview  Cafe 

Little  Dino  Cafe 

New  Salem  Lodge 

Prairie  Run  Picnic  Parlour 

Snack  Shack 

Seeds  &  Bulbs 

Menard  County  Farm 
Bureau  Seed  Co. 
Roseview  Greenhouse 


Septic  Tanks 

Salem  Corporation 

Service  Stations 

B  &  M  Sinclair 
Bill's  Menard  Service 
Deep  Rock  Service 
Finley's  Phillips  66 
George's  Shell  Service 
Ketchum's  Standard  Service 

Shoes 

Robbins  Co. 

Shoe  Repair 

Brad's  Shoe  Repair 

Taverns 

Hotel  New  Salem 
Fulton's 

Johnny's  Tavern 
The  ViUa 

Tree  Service 

Miller  Bros. 


Trucking 


Balster  Truck  Service 
John  W.  Horn 
Raymond  Horn 
McGary  Transfer 

Upholsterers 

Honea's  Upholstery 

Veterinarians 

H.  F.  Bennett 
D.  K.  Johnson 

Washing  Machines, 
Dryers  &  Ironers 

Derry  Hardware 

Western  Auto  Associates  Store 

Gambles 

Window  Shades 

Carpenters 

Satorius  Furniture  Store 

Women's  Apparel 

Louise  Shop 
Robbins  Co. 
Whistle  Stop 


EMERGENCY 

NUMBERS 
For  Petersburg 
Visitors 

Fire   632-2241 

PoUce   632-2251 

State  PoUce   1-525-2377 

Sheriff   632.2273 

Jail    632.7137 

PHYSICIANS  (MD) 

Dr.  Free   632-2211 

If  no  answer   632-2455 

Dr.  Moulton   632-2215 

If  no  answer   ....  632-7135 

Dr.  Purdy   632-2211 

It  no  answer   ....  632-7433 

Dr.  Schafer   632-2211 

Jf  no  answer  ....  632-7962 

AMBULANCE 

SERVICE 

Hurley   632.250.0 

Satorius   632-2511 
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